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Church Government — Concluded. 


BYJOHWOULF. 

"For unto w ■ «btld I* bom, unto tut boo li given, and the 
goverment sbal) be upon bis shoulder." Isa. W : b. 

No one we presume will deny but that this 
Scripture has reference to the time of the Savior 
coming into the world and establishing that king- 
dom which ia bo frequently mentioned in the Gos- 
pel. Therefore it ia evident that the church baa a 
system of government. 

In the verse following the above Scripture it 
reads: "Of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end." By this we are en- 
couraged, although the gloomy times thai are 
predicted in Scripture that have and are yet to be 
fulfilled — for we believe, as time passes, this 
government will be better understood, subjects 
will become more numerous, and the goverment 
will finally prevail in influence by the spirit's 
power over all systems of govermental powers, 
"henceforth even forever." HencefwtA from the 
time it was introduced by Christ. 

The government ot this kingdom in short is the 
government of his church upon earth and this gov- 
ernment rests upon the shoulders of Christ? not 
upon the church. We should recollect there is 
very much difference between the office of Christ 
and the mission of the church. According to the 
text the church does not govern but is governed. 

According to our text, whenever the church as- 
sumes' to approve any form of church government 
where the Scriptures are silent it assumes to dictate 
in the office of Christ. Christ is the head over all 
things to the church. Eph. 1 : 21. Head 
and preeminence in all things. Col.,1 : 18. 
Christ is the groom and the church 
the bride. A family does not govern itself 
, but ia governed by the head of the family — the 
parent. Even so the church does not govern but is 
governed by the head. Eph. 5 : 22, 23, 24. This 
of itself proves that the church has no authority 
to make any decisions with the intention to enforce 
them where the Scriptures are silent, for Christ 
himself through the Holy Ghost would have filled* 
the vacancies if they were intended to be filled. 
And since there are vacancies it is plain that we 
are not to assume the authority of filling them by 
enforcing church decisions upon those whom we 
think are apostatizing. We may fill them— nay 
more it is our duty to fill them but mantain them 
only by the principle of love as the apostles and 
elders did in their case which they decided in a 
small ' inference in Jerusalem. That is only a 
part of the church was required to make that de- 
cision. 

In order to explain the apostles' method as we 
understand it, in disposing of cases of dissen- 
sion which are intended to undermind the truth 
Let us suppose a case. Suppose Seventh Day 
Adventiat doctrine would break out among the 
brethren which would be a case similar to that in 
the days of the apostle. Now what would the 
apostolic method be in breaking our case down? 
Would it not be in preaching it down and harasi 
them in this method attended with love until 
finally they would ex pell them and their followers, 
as they did in years following the apostles' times. '( 
This ia the way the apostles established the truth 
in the onset. Why should it not be the method 
by which it should be continued? It seems to me 
that this method even corresponds with the plan 
of God considering the sword and division that the 
Lord declared he brought (Matt. 10 : 27 Luke 12 : 
61) and the heresies that must be also ; (1 Cor. 11 : 
19) for it ia this that keeps men and, women alive 
and thinking. Waters that are continually agitat- 
ed by the winds become pure, but stagnant pools 
become very unhealthy and foul. Likewise is the 
condition of the church. When we are open and 
free to discussion on the various sentiments that 
have always attended the Christian, or banked 
about by decisions for a pool of corruption. There- 
fore in this method of church government by de- 
cisions and expelling the disobedient we rather ex- 
clude ourselves from observing the method of 
church government of the Lord and his apostles 
and following them in their examples of love to 
tb ose whom we think are apostatizing. 
But now let us bear in mind, the apostolic method 


of church government does not call fcr conferences 
and then discuss even thing that ia good and up- 
on which we all agree and never make mention of 
our differences, and subjects that threaten dissen- 
sion in the church ; this would be the opposite ex- 
treme of that which we have just noticed and is 
equally as dangerous. 

Brethren I sometimes fear we do not love aa 
we ought to. A goodly number of us are yet man- 
ly enough to form an opinion or make a decision 
and publicly try to maintain it but even in this 
there is a seeming lacking. And why is this so ? 
Because we know that we are entirely too aavage 
in our sentiments or if we have not the knack in 
clothing our sentiments with love. I must here 
confess the weakness myself of agreeing with my 
opponents in recent yean in some instances mere- 
ly because I was afraid I could not manifeat suf- 
ficient love In my opposition, and give uncalled 
occasion for my friend to think a little less of me. 
This all comes from improper training and a lot of 
that kind we received under annual meeting ruling, 

I recollect yet very well when we underwent the 
church trials and were expelled from the Conserva- 
tive part of the Dunkard church and then Boon 
after from the Old Order part of the church, and 
that at one time while we were passing through our 
first trial that we were so situated in the meeting 
house at a public meeting that we had a view of 
those who passed into the congregation at the be- 
ginning of worship. A thing somewhat strange 
occurred at that time to me. I noticed for the 
first some of our neighbors enter whom we couut- 
ed worldly men, and that which they perhaps 
themselves would acknowledge. Immediately some 
of my Conservative Brethren, all strictly in the or- 
der followed, a literal darkness seemed to pass be- 
fore my eyes, an experience such as I never had 
before. My moral "worldly men" again passed in 
and they seemed in appearance so docile and so 
kind and everything was bright again. Am I try- 
ing to accuse some one now ? Not at all. Ah it 
was savage John that needed to be broken down. 
It was a lesson to him that enlightened him some- 
what and that shall not shortly be forgotten. 

If we have a mind or opinion or a decision upon 
any questionable subject let us God- honoringly 
maintain them in* love with all the might of argu- 
ment that we can command but let us be careful 
in our zeal and not force our views upon our breth- 
ren and we be the cause of division. 

Warrensburg, Mo. . 


tagoniam of sin has gradually lessened until its 
tolerance ia manifeat, ind it is difficult in some 
places to hold our own, much leas to advance 
boldly into the regions beyond. Worldliness wilt 
soon so interfere with our experience that the fact 
of personal salvation will cease to be a certainty, 
and there will remain only a memory ot former 
days. Indulgence in sinful tempers and tastes 
Boon brings on such condemnation that all the joy 
of salvation goes out of the life, and we assume the 
burdens again which Christ offered to bear for us. 
And the absence of definite testimony leads many 
of the younger members to doubt such experience 
of assurance, and be content without growth is 
grace.— Sbl. 


Hawthorne on I in mortal it. v , 
Nathaniel Hawthorne, in his account of his 
mother's death, gives pathetic utterances to his be- 
lief in the immortality of the soul." For a long time 
I knelt there holdii.g her hand," he writes, "mid 
surely it was the darkest hour I ever lived. After- 
ward I stood by the open window and looked 
through a crevice of the curtain. The shouts, 
laughter and cries of the two children had come up 
into the chamber from the open air, making a 
strange contrast with the death-scene. And now, 
through the crevice of the curtain, I saw my little 
Una of the golden locks, looking very beautiful, 
and so full of spirit and life that she was lite itself. 
And then I looked at my poor, dying mother, and 
seemed to see the whole ol human existence at once 
standing in tne -lusty midst of it. Oh, what a 
mockery if what I saw were all — let the interval of 
human existence be filled with what happiuess it 
might 1 But God would not have made the close 
so dark am' wretched if there were nothing beyond; 
for then it would have been a fiend that, created ub 
and measured out our exietance, and not God. It 
would be something beyond wrong, it would be 
insult, to be thrust out of .life and annihilated in 
this miserable way. So out of the very bitterness 
of death I gather the sweet assurance of a better 
state of being." 


The Palsy of lodeflniteness. 
There is a great lack of definiteness in the re- 
ligious life of Christian people. Once the grace of 
assurance was sought so earnestly that none were 
satisfied unless they possessed it, but now so many 
are content with mere church membership and the 
perfunctory performance of religious duties. As a 
consequence, there ia little enthusiasm, and an- 


Tears That lake Rainbows. 
Blessed, also, are they that mourn ; for he whs 
never mourns never mends. Compunction of a 
godly sort, dissatisfaction with all past attainments, 
and honest grief at falling short of Christ's high 
standard of holiness, all tend to growth in grace. 
There are too many dry-eyed Christians in this 
world. Gloomy, God-diBtrusting unbelief we have 
no apologies for. But there ought to be more tears 
of penitence over neglects of duty and wounding* 
of Christ, more tears of sympathy with the wrong- 
ed and suffering, and then we would have mote 
gracious burst.- of sunshine from Christ's coun- 
tenance. Rainbows are never painted except upon 
rain drops. They that sow in the tears of con- 
trition' reap in the joys of pardon and peace. Such 
tears water the roots of grace. Blessed are they 
that mourn and mend. The ladder to the higher 
Christian life starts Irom the dust of self-abaae 
ment; but for every round we need a fresh grasp 
on Jesus and a new lift on his loving hand. — Cut- 
ler. 


Some insist that every Christian ought to imitate 
the Jew of old by giving a tenth part ot the annual 
income. To give a tenth undoubtedly is the duty 
ot many ; but nobody has any right to make rules 
for others about such matters. There is many a 
person whose obligation is by no means met by 
the bestowal of a tenth of his income. He ought 
to be giving regularly an eighth, a quarter, per- 
haps even a half, or more. There arc thousands, 
too, who can no more afford to give a tenth, in 
view of the other legitimate claims upon them, than 
tbey can breathe in a vacuum. The giver who is 
faithful to his duty — whether he be a professor ot 
religion or not — will remember that the whole of 
his property and its income belongs primarily to 
God ; that he is bound to ask himself not how 
much he can retain, and how little will satisfy hi* 
obligations to God, but how little can be properly 
ly made to suffiue for himself and his household, 
and how large a balance can be offered for the 
Master's use. We are ste wards, not proprietors, 
ol what we have. • 


People find their places ; and there's always s 
like for a like. The Lord does not leave any of as 
to quite starve out There's always manna, and 
sometimes quails, in every desert. 

We do not shake off our yesterdays and «UBtaut 
no further relation to them ; they follow us, they 
constitute our life, and they give accent and fores 
and meaning to our present deeds. 

"The Lord is thy keeper," but not thy jailer. 
His keeping is not confinement, it is protection. 
When you commit your ways to him, he does not 
abridge your liberty ; he only defends ; he only de- 
fends you against the evil. — L. M, Ludlow. 

A man may stand before a window and see only 
his own image reflected back to him, or he may 
look through his own image and see the beautiful 
landscape beyond. The selfish man looks out up- 
on the world and sees only himself. The unselfish 
man sees through himself to all the others he may 
benefit. — Congregationalism 

A devout woman once wrote this : "In my own 
family I try to be as little in the way as possible, 
satisfied with everything, and never to believe for 
a moment that any one means unkindly toward 
me. If people are friendly and kind to me I enjoy 
it ; if they neglect me or leave me I am always 
happy alone. It all tends to my one aim — forgefc- 
f ulness of self, in order to please God. 


